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Ideal for heavy domestic 
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Our 100% coir mats are woven tight 
for maximum durability, and are made to 
5 sizes on the haem with proper finishing 
around all four edges to ensure 
significant structural advantage. 
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News 


Families needed to adopt siblings 


International award for village school 



BLEWBURY CE Primary School is the first school in the world to be awarded the pres- 
tigious British Council International Award six times in a row. 

News about this village school, with 1 50 students, has travelled far and wide, and 
it is currently receiving requests from schools around Europe to visit and set up 
partnership arrangements. 

Recently nine teachers and 24 pupils from Finland, Germany and Spain spent 
a week in the school as part of an Erasmus Plus Programme. The week included 
the school's third Global Partnership Network Event, where UK teachers can visit 
Blewbury to learn about developing a global emphasis in their own schools, (www. 
blewbury.oxon.sch.uk/about-us/global-understanding) 

Headteacher Marion Mills, who is working to secure a seventh British Council 
International award for the school in 2018 said: "Young people today live in a global 
village and we want to offer them a rich experience to help them understand the 
challenges that face them in their future lives. Our children and teachers gain a great 
deal from receiving visiting teachers and pupils. They can also travel themselves, so 
that they can explore other cultures more deeply. We are very proud that this work 
has received recognition, and even prouder of the children and families in our com- 
munity who support us year on year with these highly successful programmes." 


Exploring science and faith 


PARENTS And Children Together (PACT) 
is searching for adopters who could 
provide a forever family for groups of 
siblings who need to stay together. 

PACT has links with the Diocese as it was 
originally founded in 1911 by the then 
Bishop of Oxford. The charity supports 
families through adoption, award-winning 
therapeutic support and community 
projects. Last year PACT placed 91 children 
with 58 families through its adoption 
services. 

There are currently more than 2,000 
children waiting to be adopted in England, 
many of them are in sibling groups of two 
or more. The charity is particularly looking 
for adopters who can take a sibling group 
of three children to enable brothers and 
sisters to stay together. 

Louise* and her husband Tom, from 
Oxfordshire, adopted Sophie, five, Ben, 
three, and Amy, two, through PACT in 
March 2011 as they were unable to have 
their own children. The siblings had 
been separated in foster care, and it was 
thought they might also be adopted by two 
families as it would be easier to place them 
that way. 

But Louise, who said she and Tom were 
keen to adopt more than one child, said: 
“Being able to bring them back together 
was such an important thing for us.” 

Louise said there were definite logistical 
challenges of adopting three children 
and of making sure they met all their 
individual needs, but that they had 
received fantastic post-adoption support 
from PACT. 

She added: “Every day was, and still is, a 
challenge. But we are just a regular family 
getting on with life and enjoying ourselves. 
We would not change it for the world.” 

Harry and his wife Claire’s dream of a 
family was realised when they adopted 
three siblings, all under four years old, 


through PACT in 2016. See the story on 
page three for more on Harry and his plans 
to run the London Marathon for PACT. 
Harry said: “Seeing their smiling, excited 
faces when I come home from work or get 
off early and pick them up from school is 
more than I had ever dreamed of. 

“We have benefited from one-to-one 
support from a therapeutic support worker 
which has been a great help settling our 
three children into their forever family and 
know that this support will be available if 
needed for the rest of their lives.” 

Jonathan and Katherine, from Banbury, 
adopted three sisters through PACT in 
2013. At the time the girls were three, two 
and a year old. 

Katherine said: “We are delighted to 
be parents, thanks to PACT, and we are 
fortunate to be able to give a home to 
these three lovely girls. Now we have such 
a strong bond with them, they are part of 
our family and its a privilege to be their 
mum.” 

PACT Chief Executive Jan Fishwick 
said: “Finding adopters with the skills and 
space for three children is crucial so that 
brothers and sisters, who have often had 
an unsettled enough start to their life, can 
be adopted and stay together with a new 
forever family.” PACT also runs frequent 
adoption information evenings where 
anyone considering adoption (not just 
those interested in adopting siblings) can 
find out more. 

*Names have been changed to protect 
identities. 



A Festival of Science and Engineering was 
a new venture for St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church in Great Missenden. 

Canon Rosie Harper, the vicar, who 
organised the festival, said: “After a 
sermon I gave about the relationship 
between scientific language and religious 
language I was astonished by the extent of 
the reaction. One woman told me that she 
left her scientific brain at the door when 
she came to church. With her comment 
the festival was born.” 

Displays included the physics of music, 


A SPADE blessing ceremony has marked 
the beginning of work to install a kitchen 
and toilet at St Blaise Church in Milton. 

The Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust 
has donated a grant of £16,000 to the 
project. The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the 
Bishop of Dorchester and President of 
OHCT, led prayers to mark the start of the 
work. 


focusing on the church organ, and 
genetic engineering: the impact on life 
and health. Pupils from the Misbourne 
School contributed work, and the Church 
of England school sent whole classes to 
explore and learn. 

One of the most popular displays was 
the live feed from the bell tower so that 
people could see exactly what happens 
when you pull the bell rope. 

The festival was followed up with four 
Lent talks, on The God Principle, on Sunday 
evenings. 


The aim, in line with a wider community 
plan for the village, is to provide a 
community space in the church for youth 
clubs, homework clubs, receptions after 
baptisms and funerals, coffee and tea 
clubs for older people, exercise classes, 
cinema evenings, concerts, quiz nights, 
harvest suppers, barn dances and other 
events. 


The Big Thank You in Newport Pagnell 

NEWPORT Pagnell 
celebrated the 
tireless work of 300 
people with a Big 
ThankYou event. 

Staff from care 
homes, sheltered 
housing and the 
Brooklands Centre 
which provides 
community services 
for older people, 
as well as workers 
from the town's 
two NHS medical 
centres and three 
dental practices 
were invited. Police, 
fire, and ambulance 
staff and volunteer 
Community First 
Responders and 
volunteers from St 
John, Red Cross, 

Eclipse Addiction 
and the Winter Night Shelter were among those on the guest list. 

The event was held at St Peter and St Paul's Church. The Rector, Nick Evans, said: "We 
wanted a way to show our appreciation and give thanks to all that these local services 
do for us in our town. Many of these unsung heroes go about their daily business with 
little or no thanks and we want to address that to highlight their endeavours for us as 
individuals and the community as a whole." 


Work starts on improvements in Milton 









News 


Limbering up 

RUNNERS from across the Diocese are in 
training for the London Marathon to raise 
money for charities. 

The Revd Kate Stacey, the Vicar of the 
Wychwood Benefice in Oxfordshire, 
and Ben Schiffer-Harte, a teacher who 
worships at St Marys, Thatcham are both 
in training to run the iconic 26.2 mile race 
for Christian Aid on Sunday 23 April. 

Harry Routledge, 37, will be running 
to raise funds for Parents and Children 
Together (PACT). The Revd Janet Binns, 
the Rector of Hedsor with Bourne End 
Benefice in Buckinghamshire, is running 
to raise funds for an audio system in St 
Nicholas’s Church in Hedsor. 

Harry and his wife Claire adopted three 
children through PACT, the adoption 
charity that has close connections with 
the Oxford Diocese. Harry is one of 
seven runners who will be taking on the 
challenge for PACT. 

Harry said: “Adoption is not easy for 
all concerned, but it’s absolutely worth 
it. We have become the ‘Fantastic 5’ and 
owe part of it to the support we received 
from PACT, as well as the fact that we 
would never have been introduced to our 
daughters and son if it had not been for 
this charitable organisation. To adopt a 
sibling group of three children is tough, 
even more so when they are all under four, 


to raise funds at the London Marathon 



particularly at once, but they deserved to 
stay together.” 

For Ben, 2017 will be his eighth 
marathon and fourth in London. He is 
training with Thatcham based running 
club Team Kennet and hopes to complete 
the marathon in three hours. “For 
any marathon runner this is a huge 
achievement,” he says. Ben says that since 
joining St Mary’s, he and his wife Jo have 
been made to feel very welcome and made 
good friends. 

They have been involved in fundraising 
events, including a quiz for Christian Aid. 
“Fast forward four months and I received a 
Golden Bond (a guaranteed charity place) 
courtesy of Christian Aid. To top it off 
and make it even more of an incentive for 
people to sponsor me I am running the 
Paris Marathon only two weeks earlier.” 

London will be Kate’s first marathon and 
she says that being the Sunday after Easter 
Day, it’s not perfect timing for a vicar. 
“Trying to carve out the time for training 
is getting tricky as the runs get longer, but 
it’s a good discipline.” 

When she reaches the start line at 
London, Janet will be embarking on her 
12th marathon. “I am aiming to raise 
£2,000. 1 usually train for a time of three- 
and-a-half hours. London is amazing 
because the crowds are fantastic.” 


Online sponsorship pages: 
virginmoneygivingcomHarryRoutledge; 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Kate- 
Stacey73; 


www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Ben- 

Schiffer-Harte. 


Hat-trick of success at 

BEEDON CE Primary School in Berkshire 
has been praised by Nick Gibb, the 
Government Minister for School 
Standards after being placed in the top 
two per cent of schools in England for 
attainment in maths. 

Mr Gibb said: “I would like to 
congratulate you for the very high 
standard that pupils in your school 
have achieved in the 2016 Key Stage 2 
assessments. Your school results show 
that 100 per cent of your pupils reached or 
exceeded the expected school standard in 
mathematics at the end of Key Stage 2.” 

The praise follows an OFSTED report in 


Beedon CE School 

November. Inspectors praised the school’s 
improving systems and processes. It also 
follows a SIAMS inspection in January, 
when an inspector stated: “As a result of 
the Christian character of the school the 
behaviour and attendance of learners 
is good and they achieve well and make 
good progress.” 

Chris Prosser, the Executive 
Headteacher, said: “These accolades are 
well deserved and reflect the hard work 
and dedication of staff, students and 
parents. Athought it is a small rural 
school it has a unique character and a big 
heart.” 


Bumper baptism and confirmation 



CELEBRATIONS were in order at St 
Peter’s Middle School in Old Windsor at a 
recent baptism and confirmation service 
for 30 people. 

The youngest baptism candidate was 
three-year-old Andrew Shokralla, the son 
of Old Windsor’s vicar, the Revd Adel 


Shokralla. 

The oldest was a man in his 50s. The 
service was held in the school rather 
than in St Luke’s Church, where Sunday 
worship usually takes place, to make sure 
there was space for everyone who wanted 
to attend. 


Emergency appeal for East Africa 

CHURCHGOERS are being urged to 
support the Disasters Emergency 
Committee appeal in response to 
what is being described as the worst 
humanitarian crisis since 1 945. 

The regional Christian Aid office, 
based in Oxford, sent out a press 
release as this April edition of the Door 
was about to go to press. The release 
stated: "Famine has been declared in 
parts of South Sudan, where 1 00,000 
people face starvation and nearly five million people urgently need food." 

The situation is also grave in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia where 14 million people are 
going hungry every day, caught up in the region’s worst drought in 50 years. In Somalia 
alone over 360,000 children under five are extremely malnourished. 

For more details of how to give see www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/east- 
africa-crisis-appeal Pictured are women on the border between North Sudan and 
South Sudan where people live on the brink of survival. Photo: Shutterstock. 


Westminster to Islip cycle for church funds 



PEDAL power will be used to raise funds 
for Islip ’s village school and church in the 
annual Wesminster-Islip Bike Ride. 

Cyclists can choose between a 70-mile 
or slightly easier 6 5 -mile route from 
Westminster Abbey back to the Oxfordshire 
village. There is also a 15-mile ride from 


Thame to Islip, with a later start time 
so that as many riders as possible finish 
together. 

The event raises funds for both Dr South’s 
CE Primary School and St Nicholas Church. 

For more see www.islipbigbikeride.com 


Raising funds for Embo 


EMBO in South Africa is the destination for 
three Diocesan staff members. 

Claire Barratt, Melanie Hawgood and 
Caroline Todd, who all work at Church 
House, Oxford are fundraising for their trip, 
when they will be volunteering in a clinic 
and an orphanage for people with HIV and 
tuberculosis. A sponsored run, cake and 
bacon butty sales, and a charity concert are 
among the fundraising events the trio are 
involved in. Melanie, who makes pottery, is 
selling hand-made communion sets to raise 
funds. 


The clinic and orphanage are run by Medic 
Assist International, a charity that helps 
provide sustainable healthcare in parts of 
the world that need it most. Read the God 
in the Life Of John Earwicker, the Executive 
Director of MAI in the June 2016 edition 
of the Door. Read his story at:http://tinyurl. 
com/h8mnt48 

The sponsorhip pages are: 
https://my.give.net/ClaireDans4Embo 
https://my.give.net/MelanieEmboVisit 
https://my.give.net/CarolineEmboVisit 
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Christian 


week 


14-20 MAY 


Entertain 

angels 

Host a Big Brekkie 
fundraiser and you’ll 
be showing hospitality 
to strangers by raising 
m oney for refugees. 

(And maybe an angel or 
two will join in the fun.) 


Get your free pack at 

caweek.org/join-in 


Eng and Wales charity no. 1105851 Scot charity no. SC039150 Complmyno. 51715: 
Christian Aid Ireland: Nl charity no. NIC101631 Company no. NI059154 and ROI charity 
no. 20014162 Company no. 426928. The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of 
Christian Aid. Christian Aid is a key member of ACT Alliance. © Christian Aid January 
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To order see www. 
meaningfulchocolate.co.uk or call 
0845 122 2882 


Cell Talk in Upper Heyford 


DISCOVER more about two fourteenth cen- 
tury women with Cell Talk , a play that follows 
an imagined relationship between Julian of 
Norwich and Margery Kempe. 

Julian of Norwich was an anchoress con- 
fined to a cell attached to a church. From the 
window she offered counselling. Margery 
Kempe was a younger woman who became 
convinced she was called to leave her home 
and travel widely, speaking about her en- 
counters and conversations with Christ. 

Both women wrote about their experienc- 
es. Julian's Revelations of Divine Love is now 
recognised as a classic of mysticism though 
she tells the reader almost nothing of her life 
apart from the sixteen visions she received 
when, at the age of thirty, she was so ill that 
she was thought to be dying. Margery's 
Book of Margery Kempe is, in effect, an auto- 
biography - the earliest surviving book writ- 
ten in English by a woman The conversations 
between the two women, though imagined, 
are based closely on their writings. 

Angela Harris plays Dame Julian while Jane 
Kemp plays Margery in the play, which will 
run for one night only at St Mary's, Upper Heyford. The performance takes place at 
6pm at St Mary's, Upper Heyford in Oxfordshire on Palm Sunday (April 9). Admission 
is free but audience members will be asked to make a donation towards repairs at the 
church. 

Photo: A sculpture of Mother Julian on the exterior of the West Porch of Norwich 
Cathedral. Photo: Chris Dorney/Shutterstock. 


New kits for Thy Kingdom Come 


Order your Real 

THERE is still time to order The Real 


Easter Egg - the only chocolate egg that 
is both Fairtrade and celebrates the real 
story of Easter. 

This year a 24 page Easter story- 
activity book illustrated by Alida Massari 
is included in the original, egg hunt 
and dark eggs. The special edition has 
an Easter traditions booklet inside. 

The sharing box, with 30 eggs, comes 
with colour-in posters. The chocolate is 
manufactured at a factory in Banbury 
in Oxfordshire and the product was 
originally tested by chocaholics from the 
Oxford Diocese. 


WEAMI m 
OF EASTER 


KINGDOM kits packed with ideas to help 
families pray at home are among the Thy 
Kingdom Come new resources for 2017. 

The kits come with a bubble mixture 
and wand, keyrings, stickers, and lollipop 
sticks along with fun suggestions for 
prayer related activities. They are just 
one of a series of resources produced by 
CPO for the global wave of prayer that is 
taking place from 25 May to 4 June. 

Also available are booklets filled with 
resources for prayer and worship and a 
Family Creative Prayer Journal. 


To order resources go to www. 
cpo.org.uk/thykingdomcome, 
email enquiries@cpo.org.uk or 
call 01903 263354. Also see www. 


thykingdomcome.global. 


Cranmer ceremony in Oxford 


A LITTLE known annual ceremony took 
on a special significance this year. 

The Commemoration of the Prayer Book 
compiler, Thomas Cranmer coincides with 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

The event on 21 March commemorated 
both anniversaries. 

The event took place at 11am on 
Tuesday March 21 with a Prayer Book 
service of Matins at St Michael at the 
Northgate. Those present then processed 
to Broad Street where Cranmer was 
burned at the stake on 21 March 1556. 

At the spot where he died, marked by a 

Win a set of devotionals 


cross in the road. Prayers were said before 
the procession continued to the Martyrs’ 
Memorial - a stone monument at the 
intersection of St Giles, Magdalen Street 
and Beaumont Street, outside Balliol 
College - where a wreath was laid. When 
Cranmer wrote it, the Book of Common 
Prayer was the handbook of the new 
English church which had just split from 
Rome. 

The event was organised by members 
of the Oxford Branch of the Prayer Book 
Society (www.pbs.org.uk). 


the name of Jesus’s brother? 

Send your answers, along with your 
name and address to reception@oxford. 
anglican.org or Food for the Journey 
competition, The Door , Church House, 
Oxford, 0X5 IGF. The closing date for 
entries is Monday 17 April. 


THE Door has three sets of Keswick’s 
Food for the Journey 30-day Bible study 
devotionals to give away. 

The books, published by SPCK, are 
brand new devotionals. The first, written 
by Simon Manchester with Elizabeth 
McQuoid, focuses on John 14-17. It looks 
at the the Last Supper as Jesus uses his 
final tutorial to remind his disciples of his 
love and faithfulness. 


The second, written by Stuart Briscoe 
and Elizabeth McQuoid, looks at Jesus’s 
brother, James and his move from sceptic 
to a key leader in the early Church. 

To be in with a chance of winning a set, 
answer the following question: What was 


'Who do you say I am?' 

THIS Easter a new book, four minute film and explorers' course has been launched by 
the HOPE team. 

The Life Explored course has been launched in the run-up to HOPE2018, a year of 
mission with the aim of of making Jesus known with words and actions. HOPE201 8 
follows on a decade after the HOPE08 initiative in 2008. This Easter, churches are 
urged to use the new Who do you say I am? film and book. This can be followed up 
with the explorers' course. 

Roy Crowne, Hope's Executive Director, said: "This year at HOPE we are praying 
especially that 'God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 
mystery of Christ' (Colossians 4:3). 

"Talking Jesus research (talkingjesus.org) shows that four in ten people in the UK 
don't know if Jesus was a real person. Use Who Do You Say I Am? and make your 
Easter services great guest services this year, helping people to discover who Jesus 
is, why he died and what his resurrection means for us today." 

To find out more go to www.easterhope.org.uk 


Competition winners 

The winners of the competition in the 
March edition of the Door are Betty 
Course from Milton Keynes, Susan 
Cuthbert from Oxford and Mrs Carter 
from Calvert. Each will receive a copy of 
Sea Changed by Kate Nicholas. 
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Fairer 

Finance 



GOLD RIBBON 

Home insurance 


Choose award-winning 
home insurance for a 
fairer deal 

We’re proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of 
home insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints 
handling and being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent 
standard of cover and levels of service we offer you. 

Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345 

(8am to 6pm weekdays) 

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance 

The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. *Minimum premiums apply. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 



POLITE CUSTOMER NOTICE 

This is not a ‘pitch to sell’ or an ‘offer must end’ message, 
just to pass on some information that you may find of 
interest. If you drive a car, it is fair to say that at some 
stage you will probably want to change it. This is just to 
inform you that whenever you choose to, there is a small, 
professional Christian company who can look after you. 

The team at Priory Automotive has over 40 years experience 
in supplying the finest used cars to Clergy and church 
members up and down the country. Not only are their prices 
always fair, you can be sure of an honest and ethical service, 
and best of all you are guaranteed a superb car. Nothing 
is left to chance, with full history checks and industry 
leading levels of preparation, the experts at Priory will not 
let you down. 

So when you fancy changing your car, try Priory, they are 
friendly, hugely experienced and totally independent, you 
will not be disappointed in any way. Part exchange is 
welcome and every car is delivered directly to your door, 
free of charge, in fact they are no hidden costs or sneaky 
fees, just one clear price. 

Tel: 0114 2559696 or visit www.prioryautomotive.com 


ALL MAKES & MODELS SUPPLIED 

from a tailor-made service supplying vehicles 
ONLY to Clergy, Church Members and Charities 


Every vehicle comes complete with service, 
history check, warranty, MOT, road tax and valet 

■ Over 35 years experience ■ Part exchange welcome 

■ Honest, ethical and reliable ■ NO HIDDEN COSTS! 




NATIONWIDE 

DELIVERY! 


99 % 

CUSTOMER 

SATISFACTION! 


M PRIORY 

AUTOMOTIVE 

www.prioryautomotive.com 



To advertise 
in this newspaper, 
contact Glenda or Michelle on 


SEEN 


01752 225623 

or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com 



Listen to the 1st chapter free on You Tube 








2017: A fear with Bishop Steven 

'A pilgrim way' 



I was taken to visit projects working 
with the homeless and rough sleepers. 
Seeing homeless people on the streets is a 
common sight, even in smaller towns and 
even in wealthy communities. Most of us 
would like to help but its hard to see what 
can be done. 

“I met people in 
Wycombe and Bracknell 
whose lives had been 
turned around .” 

In both Wycombe and in Bracknell, that’s 
changed. Both towns now have a drop- 
in centre open a couple of days a week 
offering advice, support and a listening 
ear. Both towns also run a winter night 
shelter using seven different churches for 
the coldest months of the year. No-one 
needs to be out in the cold. There is safety 
and protection, a hot meal, and friendship. 

The name of the charity in High 
Wycombe is the Wycombe Homeless 
Connection and in Bracknell, Pilgrim 
Hearts. Both were started by Christians. 
Both are ecumenical and depend on all the 
churches in the town acting together to 
help the most needy. Both work in close 
partnership with the local authority and 
have volunteers from other faiths or no 
faith. Both are making a real difference 
to the lives of their guests. I met people 
in Wycombe and in Bracknell whose lives 
had been turned around. Both work in 
partnership with other local provision: 
food banks, debt counselling and so on. 


Bishop Steven samples 
locally brewed beer, joins a 
pilgrimage, eats pancakes 
and meets people dedicated 
to helping the homeless as 
he continues his tour of the 
Diocese. 


O ne of the very first names for 
Christians was followers of 
the Way. The name is used in 
the Acts of the Apostles. The 
Christian community and its ministers are 
on the move. There is an outward journey 
from place to place and an inward journey: 
growing closer to God through Jesus 
Christ. It’s a good picture as we travel 
through Lent to Easter. 

My own journey continues. Five 
deaneries to report on this month: my 
first two Berkshire visits in Bradfield and 
Sonning; then Wycombe, Bracknell and 
Chipping Norton. Fourteen so far. Almost 
halfway. I come back from each visit full of 
hope and joy and new ideas. 

I’ve met a priest who teaches Latin in 
a primary school to serve the children 
better; a team who deliver beer by horse 
drawn dray; the head of an FE College 
who used to oversee all training in the 
Navy and some exceptionally dedicated 
Lay Chairs and Area Deans. I’ve cooked 
pancakes with young people and eaten 
baklava made by Syrian refugees. 

When people ask me what I’ve gained 
from the visits so far, I say, “Probably 
about half a stone”. 


In High Wycombe and in Bracknell, 




Steven samples the local ale in Chipping Norton. Photo: Son 


Both depend on volunteers - over 500 
across the two charities to operate the 
night shelters and the year-round advice 
centres. There are all kinds of benefits in 
terms of Christians and others getting to 
know each other and working together 
for the common good. The churches 
are making a real difference. Because 
everything is “pop up” and small scale, the 
guests encounter real people. At the heart 
of each charity - and many of the others I 
have seen this month, there are a handful 
of individuals with a vision to make 
something happen and a determination 
to make a difference. They pray about it, 
rally round family and friends and church, 


and the world begins to change. 

My final visit this month on a glorious 
spring day was to the Chipping Norton 
Deanery. People in the Cotswolds love 
to walk. The Deanery is creating around 
30 circular walks or pilgrimages, to 
help people explore the beauty of God’s 
creation and take time to reflect on life 
and calling and God’s love. Around 25 
people trialled part of one of the routes 
around Hook Norton. It gave us a chance 
to talk, think, pray and dream some 
dreams. Who knows what new ideas will 
flow from that. God bless you as we all 
continue to walk in the Way. 



Mums and children enjoy the weekly Font Cafe at Charlbury Church. Photo: Sarah Meyrick 



Pancake making at an after-school club run by Warfield Church, at Bracknell and Wokingham 
College. Photo: Catharine Morris. 
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Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro, Portugal. 
Own pool, all Mod Cons 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi. 

Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon.freeserve.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

READERS SPECIAL OFFER 
Mention this advert to receive your readers discount 


LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 

available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2018 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 
Single trip cover (NO max. age) 


UK 

BASED 




Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 


(a TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 
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' GUEST HOUSE in 

BEAUTIFULSIDMOUTH DEVON 


Comfortable, welcoming guesthouse within 
a gentle stroll of town centre and sea. Well 
furnished ensuite rooms. Home cooking. Non 
smoking. Charming surroundings and large 
private car park. 

APRIL/MAY SPECIAL 

Four nights halfboard £150 per person. 

To book or for more information call 
01395 513861 



Feeling the i 

Spring is the time to start thinking of where we might escape to for breaks this year. Retreats can provide an 
unusual and restorative getaway. The Door explores a selection of different types of retreat. 



Retreats off the beaten track 



by Serena Hutton 

n recent years I have joined retreats 
taking place in parts of Italy hitherto 
unknown to me. In one case the retreat 
was held in a Franciscan monastery on 
an island in the Adriatic north of Venice; 
in another, in a diocesan retreat house in 
the south of Italy near Lecce. In spite of the 
relative proximity of Venice in the former, 
and of Bari in the latter, the locations of 
the retreats were distant from cities and 
tourist routes. Such places offered havens of 
tranquillity and peace. 

“Enlightened attitudes 
and generosity of minds 
and hearts united us.” 

Programmes were organised to allow 
full-day excursions to places of outstanding 
interest, either religious sites, areas of 
outstanding natural beauty, or of especial 
historical significance. Interwoven with 
these days of activity were days spent in 
the retreat centre giving opportunities for 
listening to talks or homilies. One series 
of talks was illustrated with images of the 
figure of Christ by artists over a period of 
10 centuries. There were opportunities 
provided for visits from local groups of 
craftsmen who make the Presepi di Grado or 
sculptural representation of the crib scene 
that are a permanent feature of churches in 
Italy. On one occasion we even had a new 
sacred opera performed for us based on the 
story of canonised Martyrs of Otranto. 

But the heart of the retreat lies in the 
liturgies and worship of the participants 


with the host community. When there were 
no excursions, the days routines were built 
around the celebration of the Mass in the 
retreat house. When we were visiting other 
places, we shared Mass in other churches, 
so the heart of our purpose was never 
overlooked or ignored. In this was the focus 
of our faith, our prayers, and our sense of 
community. A retreat may suggest silence 
and regulation but the only requirements 
were space for quiet and opportunities for 
reflection. There was much peaceful and 
harmonious conversation. Friendships grew 
naturally in such settings. 

There was no compulsion about 
attendance at any events, and there was 
always an opportunity for walks in the 
beautiful countryside surrounding us. 


For the more energetic, swimming was an 
option. 

One huge joy, for me, was sharing differing 
traditions of our faith and the welcoming 
of different commitments we brought to 
our experience. There were ordained and 
lay Anglicans on both retreats. Enlightened 
attitudes and generosity of minds and hearts 
united us. Few can have remained unmoved 
by the welcome extended to us, and the 
shared participation we enjoyed. For those 
of an ecumenical cast of mind, retreats such 
as these prove a great blessing, and welcome 
hope in a divided and troubled world. 

The Revd Serena Hutton has permission 
to officiate in the Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery. 



Looking for something 

THERE are plenty of mini-retreats in the UK 
that are either inexpensive or free, offering 
the opportunity for space, quiet reflection 
and prayer. 

One example is a visit to a Quiet Garden. 
The Quiet Garden movement is celebrating 
its 25 th anniversary this year. The 
movement began in 1992 in Stoke Poges, 
Buckinghamshire. The founder was the 
Revd Philip Roderick. There are now more 
than 200 Quiet Gardens in the UK and more 
than 100 scattered across Europe, Africa, 
Australasia and North America. They follow 
Jesus’s example to withdraw to garden 
spaces to pray, and his invitation to us to 
‘Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place 
and get some rest’ (Mark 6.31). 

“Come with me by 
yourselves to a quiet place 
and get some rest.” 

Quiet Gardens offer friendly, accessible 
and adaptable outdoor spaces as a local 
resource for individuals and groups to find 
warm hospitality and spiritual refreshment 
in low-key, low-cost ways, whether in the 
town or country. This year the anniversary 
is being celebrated with a Quiet25 project. 

A new course has been published to help 
people explore the benefits of silence. The 
Quiet25 activities and fundraising will 


closer to home? 

facilitate even more gardens to be available 
for quiet contemplation to people around 
the world. 

On Saturday 20 May, the main 25 th 
Anniversary event will take place in London 
with speakers Revd Lucy Winkett (Rector, St 
James’ Church, Piccadilly), Revd Dr Andrew 
Walker (Director, St Marylebone Healing 
and Counselling Centre, London) and Revd 
Philip Roderick (Founder-Director, The 
Quiet Garden Movement). 

“There was no agenda , 
just prayer.” 

To book a place at the event, or find out 
where there are Quiet Gardens local to you, 
take a look at: www.quietgarden.org/ 
find-gardens/ or call 01494 578909. 

There are also many retreat houses in the 
UK and in the Oxford Diocese. Katherine 
Eason, who works on Reception at Church 
House Oxford, recently experienced her first 
ever silent retreat at the Old Parsonage in 
Freeland. 

The venue is home to the Community 
of St Clare - a contemplative community 
of Anglican women - and the quiet days 
are run by members of the Third Order of 
Franciscans. Katherine says: “As the day was 
very loosely structured it allowed me time 
to set my own pace for personal reflection, 
to pray and sit silently, which I found 


surprisingly helpful. There was no agenda, 
just prayer. I would definitely recommend 
it.” 

No booking is needed. Participants are 
simply asked to turn up at 10am on the day 
of the retreat with a packed lunch. Drinks 
are provided. A chaplain will be available to 
talk to throughout the day and a Eucharist 
takes place at 12.30pm. 

The days take place at St Mary’s Convent, 
Freeland, Witney, 0X29 8AJ. 01993 881 
225. For more see oscfreeland.wordpress. 
com/home/ 

A little further- afield is Launde Abbey, 
where Annie Cooper, an LLM in the 
Cotteslowe Team in Buckinghamshire, 
was about to go for the fourth time, for 
a Lent retreat, as this edition of the Door 
was going to press. “It’s the retreat house 
for Peterborough and Leicestershire. It is 
fabulous. There is no austerity. You can be 
spiritual but you don’t have to do it with 
discomfort,” said Annie. The bedrooms are 
en-suite. There is a chapel you can use all 
day, three services on most days and the 
most beautiful lounge, a library, a walled 
garden and parkland. It’s building up for 
people from our churches. First there were 
two of us, then three and now six of us are 
planning to go. There are all of the benefits 
of a nice hotel with God there as well.” 

See www.laundeabbey.org.uk/ or call 
01572 717254 for more. 








leed to retreat? 


Finding space in the land where Jesus taught 



by Sarah Meyrick 

M any people who visit the 

Holy Land do so as part of a 
pilgrimage. And anyone who 
has travelled with a group 
knows that there’s so much to cram in 
during the space of a week that there isn’t 
always enough time to linger. 

I’ve been lucky enough to help run four 
pilgrimages, three as part of my work 
supporting Bishop John when he was the 
Bishop of Oxford. Each has been special 
and memorable, if not always entirely 
straightforward. (There’s a well-worn 
saying that in the Middle East you have to 
expect the unexpected’.) More recently, I 
have twice taken a few days’ annual leave 
to return to the Holy Land on retreat, and I 
can’t recommend it highly enough. 

Rather than spending just a couple of 
days in Galilee, before being whisked off 
to Bethlehem and Jerusalem, it is a great 
treat to relax into a whole week at the 
Pilgerhaus, a delightful retreat house just 
metres from the Sea of Galilee. 

“. . .you feel yourself 
unwinding and resting in 
the love of God” 

Jesus lived most of his life within sight 
of this most iconic stretch of water. The 
peace in this place of unspoilt beauty is 
almost tangible. What better place, then, to 
reconnect with our faith? 

A retreat allows time to linger, reflect 
and rest by the lakeside where Jesus spent 
three extraordinary years teaching, healing 
and gathering his friends around him 
before heading for Jerusalem. Bishop John 
has designed the ‘Slow Galilee’ retreat to be 
gently guided, with plenty of space. After 
a Biblical introduction in the morning, 
the group visits one of the lakeside sites, 
just a stone’s throw away: Capernaum, 


the Church of the Multiplication, St Peter 
Primacy, the Mount of Beatitudes. After 
lunch, it’s back to the Pilgerhaus for a 
quiet afternoon before a further reflection. 
Supper, sunset and Compline complete the 
day. 

People have their own special places, 
where the veil between heaven and earth 
is at its thinnest. I have never yet been 
disappointed by setting sail on the lake and 
singing ‘Dear Lord and Father of Mankind’. 
Or by the Eucharist at the water’s edge at 
Tabgha. Or by the wonderful acoustic in 
the little chapel at the Pilgerhaus, which 
makes all our voices sound heavenly. 

As the week progresses, you feel yourself 
unwinding and resting in the love of God. 
It’s a time to rebalance, work on ‘stuff’, 
adjust your priorities. Life seems clearer, 
somehow. 

Such has been the response to this format 


that Bishop John will be repeating it this 
year and next, and adding a variation 
for 2018. ‘Slow Jerusalem’ will offer a 
similarly gentle retreat within the walls of 
Old Jerusalem. The week will incorporate 
visits to Bethlehem, the Mount of Olives, 
Gethsemane, the Via Dolorosa, the Holy 
Sepulchre and the Garden Tomb amongst 
other sites, alongside plenty of time for 
quiet reflection, reading and prayer. 

Sarah Meyrick is the Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of 
Oxford. 


There are a few places available for 
the Galilee retreat (18-25 May 2017). 
Bookings are also open for ‘Slow 
Jerusalem 9 (24 April - 1 May 2018) 
and ‘ Slow Galilee 9 (2-9 May 2018). To 
find out more, see www.lightline.org. 
uk or phone 01992 576 065. 



What is a retreat? 

A retreat is just what it sounds like: 
the chance to step aside from life for a 
few hours or days, to rest and ‘be 7 in a 
welcoming, peaceful place. 

Who goes on retreat? 

Retreats are for ordinary people at 
any time in their lives. There are no 
expectations on anyone going on 
retreat and you don’t even need to be a 
churchgoer. 

What are retreat houses like? 

Most retreat houses are in beautiful 
buildings with gardens. They vary in size 
and some have libraries, art rooms and 
prayer rooms that are available to use. 
Overnight accommodation varies from 
place to place: choose what is right for 
you. 

What happens on a retreat? 

Retreats offer the opportunity to find 
space, reflect and pray in peaceful 
surroundings. Sometimes they are 
focused around an activity, such as 
painting or photography. Sometimes 
retreats are guided, with input at set 


points in the day. Most retreat houses 
also welcome people who simply wish to 
spend time alone. 

Can I speak to someone about my 
experiences on retreat? 

Yes, most retreat houses offer the 
opportunity to talk to someone in 
complete confidence. 

How long should I go for? 

A retreat is usually anything from two 
to seven days. Some are up to 30 days, 
depending on the programme. There are 


also one-day retreats, usually called ’quiet 
days’. 

Is there a charge? 

Retreat houses have costs to cover, 
including maintenance, food and 
accommodation and will usually charge. 
Sometimes you will be invited to make a 
donation. 

Adapted from the Retreat Association 
website (www.retreats.org.uk, 01494 
569056). 


Advertising 


Time Assured 


Expertise in Church Clocks 


Clock Servicing 
Clock Restoration 
Dial Restoration 
Night Silencing 
Clock Hammers 
Auto Winding 
Auto Regulation 


Experienced 

Clockmakers 

Delivering Value 
National Coverage 

Member of the 
British Horological 
Institute 

CHAS Registered 


St Mary’s .Church, North Leigh 


w: www.timeassured.com 
e: info@timeassured.com 
t: 01623 627 850 


The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘ England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 

The Hospital, founded in I 1 32, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 

Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 





enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Emmett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 


Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you^majesticJn 
holiness, awesome 
glorious 
wonders? 
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Advertisement Feature 


Gilead Foundations are saving lives 



We're so grateful that many people have responded to the real life stories that we 
have published in this paper, over the years. Often that is with financial support, and 
prayer. In the case of Jonny Jones, his life may have been saved as a result of a church 
leader reading about Gilead... Revd Will Pearson-Gee is the rector of Buckingham 
Parish Church. He was reading his Diocesan newspaper, when he came across a page 
like this one; he copied the page, and emailed it to the leader of Well Street Church in 
Buckingham, who he knew was caring for Jonny Jones, an alcoholic. Jonny was duly 
dispatched to Gilead, and is now completing two years of rehab. 


That’s the short story - 
the journey that Jonny, 
Will and others have 
taken has had a few 
surprising twists and 
turns. This is Jonny’s 
story... 

“I had a happy childhood with lovely 
parents,” says Jonny, aged 52. “I’m very 
sociable and I was fascinated by the pub 
atmosphere since I was 16. I enjoyed 
meeting people and enjoyed drinking.” 
Sadly, alcohol addiction can creep up on 
anyone, and that’s what happened to 
Jonny. 

He drank frequently, and his wage 
packet became the means to fuel his 
increasing drink habit. “Drink took over,” 


explains Jonny, “I had a relationship with 
my partner at the age of 20, and she left 
me; I was always drinking and spending 
money.” 

Jonny held on to his job as a Postman. 
At the end of each day’s work he would 
be seen in one of the local pubs; he did 
not bother anyone, and he was known 
as a happy drunk. The professional term 
for it would be a ‘functioning alcoholic’, 
someone who just about lives a normal 
life but who is nevertheless addicted. 

His quality of life steadily deteriorated as 
the demands of his habit increased, over 
twenty years. 

One day, sitting on a bench with a 
carrier bag full of cider, he was given an 
invitation. “A young lady, pleasant, came 
and sat beside me and talked to me,” 
says Jonny. “She invited me to the local 
church and gave me a leaflet. So, I went.” 


PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD WITH A 
DONATION OR REGULAR MONTHLY GIVING. 

If you have any questions about our work, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. If you have questions 
about making a larger donation or interest free loan to the 
ministry, please contact Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 
433973. 

You can also visit www.gilead.org.ukto find out more 
about us and donate online. 


□ 


I enclose a one-off gift of £ 

Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations 


□ 


I would like to become a Partner 
Please fill in this form 


Name 


Name of your bank 


* I am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Gilead Foundations 
Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations I make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 
the amount GFC and any other charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for the tax year 
(6 April one year to 5 April the next year). Council Tax and 
VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC will reclaim 25 
pence of tax for every £1 that has been given. 


Signed Date 

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list 


Bank address 


Postcode 


Account No. 


Sort Code 


Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £5 / £10 / £25 / or £ 
from my account on (dd/mm/yy) / / 

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14 
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY 


Signed 


Date 


Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other) 


Surname 


First Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Organisation / company (if applicable) 


Telephone Number 


Email 


Please return this form to 

Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ 

You can also donate online. diomi? 


Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 


01837851240 

www.gilead.org.uk 


working in collaboration with 

RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC 


Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk 
Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909 


Revd Will Pearson-Gee 


“I’ve known Jonny for 7 years. He used 
to come in for one of our free meals, 
every week. He was the local drunk and 
because we share a little bit of military 
background [Will is an ex-infantry Major, 
Jonny an ex-Sergeant in Army Cadet 
Force], we developed a rapport.” 

It was this rapport that enabled Will to 
confront Jonny about his alcoholism. “I 
often challenged him about his drinking. 
For me, time is short. I lost my wife and 
young son in a car accident in the ‘90s, 
I’ve seen a lot of life in 18 years in the 
Army, and my own conversion to a living 
faith in Jesus in 2004 is very real.” 

After two years of trying to help 
Jonny decide to do something about 
the problem he had, Will turned to an 
unconventional approach. “I saw him 
at a church lunch following yet another 
alcohol related A&E admission. So I 
approached him and said, ‘We’re going to 
plan something.’ ‘Oh,’ said Jonny, ‘what’s 
that?’ ‘Your funeral.’ I said, and for the 
next fifteen minutes, that’s what we did, 
writing his wishes down on a napkin. It 



was a bit of banter, engaging his dark 
humour, but I was serious.” 


The seeds of change were sown, 
and it was soon after this exchange 
with Will that Jonny began his journey 
through rehab at Gilead, inspired by the 
Gilead advertisement in the Diocesan 
newspaper. 


Jonny’s time at Gilead 


“I went to Gilead in March 2015. I 
was supported by Well Street, and 
Buckingham Parish Church. People 
prayed for me, wrote me letters, and the 
church gave financial support. 

“About 8 months in, I relapsed. I made 
a trip back home to see my sister, had a 
cider on the train, then went to the pub 
and I was hooked. I spent three months 
sofa surfing, until a friend spotted me 
and took me back to Gilead.” 

Will saw Jonny at a Remembrance 
Day Parade during this time. “I really 
gave him what for,” recalls Will. “In fact, 
what I actually said to him is best not to 
reprint!” 

For Jonny, the return to Gilead was 
not easy. “I was welcomed back, but 
it was harder for me starting from the 
bottom again.” At that time, Jonny made 
a decision. He developed a firm belief 
and faith. He worked at his rehab, and 
developed his interest in gardening 
at the farm. “Gilead has helped me to 
replace things in my life I don’t need, with 
things that I do,” he comments. 

Jonny is now nearing the end of his 
rehab, and is planning his transition 
into independent living, and will be 
volunteering to help others, particularly 
through his interest in gardening. 


In another twist in this remarkable 
Journey, Will recently visited Gilead, 
and when he arrived he was invited 
to preach at their Sunday service. 

He was ready, having felt God lay the 
message on his heart beforehand. “It 
sounds crazy, but that’s how it was,” says 
Will. “I preached on the need to make a 
decision. Jonny looked to the cross, and 
has found life. His drinking partner, back 
in Buckingham, did not. Despite all our 
attempts, he refused help. His funeral 
recently took place.” 

Will is generous in his praise for Gilead. 
“Many people struggle with things that 
only somewhere like Gilead can help 
them through. If we believe what we 
read in John’s gospel, chapter IOvIO, 
then people can be set free. When I was 
there, the atmosphere of grace and 
forgiveness, restoration and hope was 
palpable. Gilead is worth supporting, 
even just in prayer.” 

Revd Will Pearson-Gee’s message 
had a sobering effect, in every sense, 
on those working through their rehab 
with Jonny, at Gilead. His tough-minded, 
tender-hearted relationship with Jonny, 
and the support of his church friends, 
probably saved his life. We are playing 
our part in that story, with Jonny and 
many others, here at Gilead. We hope 
you can support us. 





On the Money 


Supporting our future clergy 


In the latest of our series on 
how the Church is financed, our 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands 
(DDO), the Revd Caroline 
Windley, describes the different 
pathways to ordination and 
how they are paid for. 


“J! 


esus said to them, ‘The harvest 
is plentiful, but the labourers are 
few; therefore ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send out labourers 
into his harvest’.” (Luke 10:2). Each year 
we rejoice that within this Diocese God is 
raising up increasing numbers of women 
and men to service in the ministry of 
the Church. Some of these workers are 
offering for ordained ministry as deacons 
and priests. Between 25 and 33 per cent 
of those recommended for training are 
offering for self-supporting ministry, 
the remainder for full-time stipendiary 
deployable ministry. 


The Diocese has a responsibility for 
ensuring that the candidates it sponsors 
for training have sufficient funds, from 
whatever source, to maintain themselves 
and their families during the training 
period. The Ministry Division of the 
Archbishops’ Council (Min Div) pays 
tuition fees and some of the maintenance 
costs for training in college. They also 


provide guidelines relating to the support 
of candidates in full time training. These 
fix a level of expenditure at which the 
Diocese is expected to support a candidate. 

Diocesan expenditure on maintenance 
support is subject to a pooling system 
which ensures that the costs faced by 
dioceses in sponsoring candidates in full- 
time ordination training are fairly shared 
between the dioceses. 

“I still remember with 
gratitude the financial 
assistance I received as a 
single ordinand...” 

The total costs are apportioned and 
taken into account in assessing each 
diocese’s contribution to the Archbishops’ 
Council’s budget in the following year. 
What this effectively means is that if the 
Diocese of Oxford trains more than six 
per cent of those in full time training, 
our contribution to the national budget 
is reduced the following year. This varies 
from year to year. 

Ordinands training part-time are not 
eligible for maintenance grants but can 
claim a book and travel grant from Min 
Div throughout their course. All ordinands 
receive a first appointment grant to help 


cover the costs of purchasing robes etc. 

In the current academic year 2016/17 
the Diocese has 71 ordinands in training. 
Of these 44 are training full-time (either 
residential college or context based 
training). Grants are means tested and 
ordinands complete a detailed budget 
form. The level of maintenance varies 
considerably depending on their individual 
circumstances. Of the 44 ordinands in 
full-time training, nine single ordinands 
receive an average maintenance grant of 
£3,457 pa and 26 ordinands with families 
receive an average maintenance grant of 
£10,447 pa. 

From September 2017 new proposals 
concerning the funding of ministerial 
education will be implemented. Min Div 
will continue to pay tuition fees according 
to a new age-related block grant but will 
pass the administration of this to dioceses. 

There will be implications for the 
Diocese, particularly if we consider that 
full-time training is the most appropriate 
for an older candidate. However, should 
a younger candidate train on a cheaper 
pathway the Diocese can use the surplus 
towards funding more expensive pathways 
for older candidates. Oxford has been 
one of the dioceses piloting the new 
arrangements, and on the basis of the 
19 ordinands who started training in 
2016/17, we estimate that the additional 


costs would be in the region of £18,500 
across the three years. Unusually, we didn’t 
have any candidates over the age of 40 
start residential training in September 
2016, so we might anticipate this figure 
rising. This is something we are carefully 
monitoring and considering criteria to 
determine difficult training decisions. 

When we pay grants to support 
ordinands in training, we are investing in 
the health of the church. Our ordinands 
don’t take this support for granted, 
and are grateful for the privilege and 
opportunities the grants afford. Now 
DDO, I was an Oxford ordinand between 
1995-97. I still remember with gratitude 
the financial assistance I received as a 
single ordinand that made it possible to 
live in college 52 weeks of the year and not 
just in term time. 

The age related standard grant (from 
September 2017): 


Under 

32 

Band 1 

Sufficient for three 
years full-time 
training 

32-39 

Band 2 

Sufficient for two 
years full-time 
training 

40-54 

Band 3 

Sufficient for three 
years part-time 
training 


Ben's story: 


While one always hopes that the correct 
training path will be chosen prayerfully, 
God is (thankfully) well aware of our 
practical, as well as spiritual, needs. 

With four children in two different 
schools, a home to run and a nursing 
job that my wife loves, the thought of 
moving the family for two years seemed 
impractical (especially when curacy, and 
another move, beckoned.) For these 
reasons, we opted for me to commute 
weekly to Ridley Hall in Cambridge, while 
the family remained at home. Although 


difficult at times, the understanding 
nature of my college has enabled me to 
ensure that weekends (and one night a 
week) are spent at home. This has only 
been possible through the generosity of 
our Diocese who we feel have really seen 
the value of full-time study. I wanted to 
be stretched intellectually, and to be able 
to devote this short time before ministry 
to a community that would challenge and 
support me in study. 

The grant from my diocese has removed 
a financial burden that would make this 


immersive route otherwise impossible. 
Besides the main element of my grant, 
we have been helped with travel costs 
and my DDO has been on hand when 
things have been difficult. Very early 
on our tax credits were considerably 
reduced and the diocese stepped in to 
ensure our grant was reassessed. This 
commitment has made me and my 
family feel incredibly supported in our 
call to ministry. We are well aware of 
the large costs that training involves, 
but it is testament to the Church that 



it is prepared to invest in its ordinands, 
ensuring a robust and educated clergy for 
the future. 


Yvonne's story: 


I am in my first year of three, training 
for ordination on the Oxford 
Ministry Course. We live 11 miles 
from Cuddesdon, which is very 
convenient for us as a family. Our son is 
in Year 4 and will be moving to secondary 
school at the same time as I should 
begin my stipendiary curacy, hence 
me following the three-year part-time 
pathway. 

I have been teaching part-time for 
two days a week for the first two college 
terms, but we have decided that I will 
stop at the end of this term, so that I 
have more time for family, reading and 
formation. I could have continued to 
teach part-time, however I want to make 
the most of the opportunity I have been 
given to study, and not have it adversely 
affect the time I have with my husband 
and son. While we will miss the income I 
got from teaching, we know that we will 
manage financially and we decided that 
our quality of life and relationships were 
more important to us. 


We are fortunate in that my husband 
runs a successful one-man business. By 
freeing up two days I will be able to help 
him more, relieve some of his deadline 
pressures and give him the flexibility to 
take on more work at busy times of the 
year. 

“ I am thoroughly 
enjoying the course...” 

I receive a travel and book grant of £150 
per term. This helps towards the cost 
of travel to college on Tuesday evenings 
and study weekends. I have tried to be 
selective each term and buy books that I 
will use throughout the three years and 
into my ministry. I would say that I have 
spent at least £400 on books so far, and 
used all of them. 

I am thoroughly enjoying the course, 
the people and the college and have 
already learned more than I could have 
imagined. God is good. 


Natalie's story 

T he DDO encourages all ordinands 
to consider their finances during 
the early stages of discernment 
and we were no exception. As a 
wider family we worked through income 
and outgoings for the three years that I 
would be training. 

Thankfully we have very supportive 
parents who are helping cover the costs 
for our 16-year-old son to remain at the 
school he was already attending, where 
he had started studying for his GCSEs. In 
addition to this family support, the Church 
of England covers my tuition fees, a small 
book grant and travel expenses related to 
my studies. As this is my first degree I was 
also able to call upon the normal student 
finance arrangements to help towards 
the continuing living expenses such as 
our mortgage. As a mixed mode student, 

I have days committed to study and I also 
spend a number of days each week in a 
church placement. There, my specific area 
of responsibility is as a Children and Youth 


Assistant. The parish pays me a nominal 
amount for this work. It has been a real 
joy to be able to blend what I am learning 
theologically with the very real needs of a 
parish community. However, the different 
income streams mean that I am not in 
receipt of a diocesan maintenance grant. 

This time of commitment to theological 
learning and personal formation is proving 
to be invaluable preparation and would 
not have been possible, for us as a family, 
without the support of the Church’s 
provision for ordinands in training. So 
a special thank you to all those readers 
who contribute to this training, be that in 
prayer or financially. 


For more see www.oxford.anglican. 
org/onthemoneyordinands and 

www.oxford.anglican.org/mission- 
ministry/vocations/ 
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DEPARTMENT FOR 

CONTINUING 

EDUCATION 


UNIVERSITY OF 

OXFORD 


Study part-time 

at Oxford 


Choose from over 20 subject areas: 
day schools, weekly classes, online courses, 
degree programmes, summer schools, 
& continuing professional development 

# @OxfordConted 
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/tdl 7 


Lee Bolton Monier- Williams 

Solicitors 


6 th LB MW Annual 
Schools Conference 

Evolution not revolution - 

independent and state schools and 
universities seeking success together 


Speakers include: 

Caroline Jordan, Headmistress, 
Headington School, Oxford 

Sir David Bell, Vice-Chancellor, 

Reading University 

Ian Bauckham, Executive Headteacher, 
Bennett Memorial Diocesan School, 
Tunbridge Wells and CEO, Tenax 
Schools Trust 

Matthew Smith, of Maitland Chambers, 
a leading Barrister on education/charity 
issues including public benefit 

David Whittington OBE, Education 
Consultant at LBMW 


Wednesday 10 th May 2017 

Vintners’ Hall, London, EC4V 3BG 1 10am - 4pm 

Book online at educationanswers.co.uk/events or contact: Sarah Neden, 

Lee Bolton Monier-Williams, 1 The Sanctuary, Westminster, London SW1P 3JT 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7222 5381 education@lbmw.com www.lbmw.com 


errs Christ Church Cathedral School 

rr Pre-Prep ft Preparatory 5chod for Boys with Co-Ed Nursery 



“ Pupils are inspired to achieve excellence through 
the uplifting music which enriches every aspect 
of life for the whole community .” 

ISI Report 20 1 7 

0 1 865 24256 1 registrar@cccs.org.uk www.cccs.org.uk 


Clerk to a school 
governing body 

£ I 1 .88- £ 1 3.03 per hour inclusive 

We currently have opportunities in local schools and are 
always on the look-out for committed individuals who 
would be willing to act as the Clerk to a Governing Body. 

This involves: 

• preparing agendas and papers 

• producing the minutes for meetings 

• liaising with the chairman and headteacher 

• attending meetings and training about the role 

Each governing body meeting requires around nine hours’ work which includes attendance at 
the meeting. You may also be called on at times to provide advice for the governors on their 
work in school but this will be supported by training and governance officers. 

To carry out the role you will need: 

• strong organisational skills 

• the ability to prioritize your workload 

• good customer service talents 

• the ability to work on your own initiative is essential 

• excellent oral and written communication skills 

The role also offers an opportunity to contribute to the improvement and better outcomes 
for the pupils in our schools. 

This role will be home-based with the need to attend some (evening) meetings at schools. 
Wherever possible we will try to match you up with a governing body relatively close to your 
home. 

Training and support will be 
provided and there will be the 
opportunity to attend regular 
briefings. 


For further information, please contact Julian Hehir on 07802 880220 or email 
Julian.hehir@oxford.anglican.org 




ODST 

Oxford Diocesan 
Schools Trust 


The Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust is a multi-academy 
trust formed in 2012 built on the foundations of a belief in 
educational excellence and a calling to serve pupils, staff, 
parents and local communities by providing academies 
with the highest levels of academic rigor and pastoral care. 

Central to the operation of each ODST academy is the 
Local Governing Body (LGB) and as ODST grows, so too 
does our need for clerks to support LGB meetings which 
are held approximately 6 times a year. 



YOUR 

SCHOOL 

GOVERNING 

BODY 

NEEDS YOU 
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making technology 
i work for people 


APi COMMUNICATIONS 


CHURCH SOUND & 
PROJECTION SPECIALISTS 


SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 

Using our expert knowledge we 
can provide a very simple solution. 

SOUND 

Enable the spoken word and music 
to be clearly heard. 

PROJECTION 

Show your congregation words, pictures 
and video to help bring your message to life. 

CAMERA SYSTEMS 

Give everyone a front row seat using 
cameras and screens. 

WEB STREAMING 

Broadcast your service on the 
internet either live or on demand. 


Offering bespoke audio visual solutions with free design and 
planning, expert and sympathetic installation, followed by a 
comprehensive handover, training and full aftercare service. 


RETREAT IN THE RIRTHPLACE OF 


PooiU/ 


V 


Casa da Torre, Soutelo near Braga 


• £1,850, all inclusive, full board, ensuite 

• No single room supplements 

• TAP Air Portugal flights Gatwick-Porto 

• Excursions to: Porto; the Valley of the 
River Douro; Guimaraes 

(all three are UNESCO World Heritage sites); 

Lamego; the Sanctuary of Santa Luzia 

(Viana do Castelo) 


ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 


St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
Eucharist and Daily office in St 
Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 


Tel: 01392 677668 


Email: info@apicommunications.co.uk 
Web: www.churchsoundsystems.co 


4 th -14 th SEPTEMBER 2017 

Portugal, England's oldest ally since 1 386, 
was born in the North. Here is the essence of 
Portugal, among the churches, monasteries, 
sanctuaries, museums, castles, gardens and 
the famous Port wines. 




23 - 


Special Edition 

(RRP £8.50) 


Dark 

(RRP £5.50) 


m , 

Mai 


The. „ 
Meaningful 
Chocolate® 

V/ Company , 


TRAIDCRAFT 

Fighting poverty through trade 


Original 

(RRP £3.99) 


This year's Easter story 


FAIRTRADE 


The egg that shares the Easter story 


^chunfcoi^ 


The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010. It was a 
real struggle as all the supermarkets turned it 
down at first. 

To date, we have sold more than one million eggs 
with 750,000 of these sent through the post 
directly to churches and schools. 


Not only has there been an increase in Fairtrade 
chocolate sales, but nearly £250,000 has been 
donated to charity.** 

To allow us to continue to make The Real Easter 
Egg, we need people to switch and buy. 


A 24 page Easter story-activity book illustrated by Alida 
Massari is included in the Original and Dark eggs. 


Buy Now 

Online or In-Store 

The full range can be bought online now at 
www.realeasteregg.co.uk or from a range of 
independent retailers, including Traidcraft, Eden.co.uk, 
TLMtrading.com, Embrace the Middle East, Christian 
bookshops and cathedral shops. You can also buy the 
original egg from Tesco, Waitrose, Morrisons. 


& 


Morrisons 


Waitrose TiSCO 


Find your nearest shop at: 


**There is a charitable donation for every 1 50g egg sold. 
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The Home of Devenish 

Weymouth Dorset 


There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England. 




Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled. 


For further information or an application form please contact: 


Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish, 
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA 

Telephone: 01305 813895 

www .homeof devenish .or g .uk 

Registered Charity No. 202400 




Home of Devenish provides 
free accomodation to 
widows of clergymen or 
officers of the armed forces 


The Home of Devenish is an independent 
registered charity founded in 1961 providing 
free unfurnished accommodation to members 
of the Church of England who are widows 
of clergymen of the Church of England or 
widows of officers in Her Majesty’s armed 
forces. The Trust is funded from a bequest 
from the late Major John Devenish, the 
former president of the local Devenish 
brewery 

On the Jurassic coast at the edge of 
Weymouth the Trust has 23 bungalows and 
2 maisonettes on three small estates. Each 
property has two bedrooms, a kitchen, sitting 
room, shower room, and a small sunroom. 


The residents have neither rent nor council 
tax to pay. All properties are provided with 
free background heating and the Trust 
also pays for internal and external repairs 
and painting. Whilst there is no warden, 
each resident is linked to a local telephone 
emergency system. 

Residents live independently and may have 
friends and family to stay. They only have to 
pay for their contents insurance, telephone, 
electricity, TV licence and the repair of their 
own domestic equipment and furnishings. 

They also have the opportunity to do a little 
gardening if they wish, although the Trust is 
responsible for looking after the gardens. 


THE ULTIMATE GARDEN FENCE 


• Low Maintenance 

• Guaranteed for 25 years 


AT LAST! The holy grail of fencing 
transforming gardens across the UK! 

it may do "exactly what it says on the tin” but . lee’s face it, treating a timber fence can never be called fun! In fact, owning 
a timber fence isn’t much fun cither with costly, cimc consuming maintenance and repairs almost every year. 

Finally, the alternative to timber fencing, that goes up and slays up.... 

Colour fence fencing solutions are made from innovative Colorbond steel, virtually maintenance free with an occasional 
wash down with water to keep it looking as good as new - so you never need to pick up that paintbrush again! We 
guarantee your fence will remain unspoiled for at least 25 years, even against gusts of I 30m ph] 

Available in a variety of heights and colours with or without trellis, our skilled installation team 
will make short work of transforming your garden. 

The best news is the pricing is just as attractive, starting costs arc in line with compar able 
traditional Systems but offer the (ingoing fie ace of mind your investment will continue to save 
time and money year after year. 

For those of us who want a maintenance free garden Colourfence promises a lifetime of 
hassle- free enjoyment. 





For a free no-obligation site visit, please call: 

For Oxfordshire call 0 1 865 582 1 7! For Buckinghamshire call 01 ASA 7] I 400, 

For Newbury. Basingstoke. West Reading & Surrounding Areas call 01256 700 552/01635 261 420 

www.colourfence.oo.uk 





Comment News 


Supermarket 
flowers 

by the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft 

E d Sheeran released his 
third album, Divide, a 
few weeks ago. It went 
straight to Number 1 
and 2 in the download album 
chart (there’s a deluxe version 
which costs a bit more). Just 
about every song was in the 
top fifty singles the following 
week. 

The most unlikely song on the album (and my favourite 
so far) is Supermarket Flowers. It’s a tribute to the singer’s 
late grandmother and describes the simple actions and 
feelings and emotions which follow the death of someone 
we love: 

“I took the supermarket flowers from the windowsill 
Threw the day-old tea from the cup 
Packed up the photo album Matthew had made 
Memories of a life that’s been loved.” 

We live in a culture which finds it hard to think about 
and talk about bereavement and death. Yet grief is a 
universal experience. According to the Times columnist 
Alice Thomson, we need to learn to talk about death 
(Comment, 8 March). She quotes a new book by the 
psychotherapist Julia Samuel, Grief Works. According to 
Samuel, four out of five people never discuss their own 
death, half of all couples have no idea of their partner’s 
end-of-life wishes and a quarter of GPs are reluctant to 
discuss death with their patients. 

“...the wonder of the gift of life and 
the terrible finality of our death” 

The very centre of the Christian faith addresses the 
universal mystery of being human: the wonder of the gift 
of life and the terrible finality of our death and the death 
of those we love. 

We will tell again in the coming days the most profound 
and beautiful story the world has ever known: the story 
of the most perfect life ever lived followed by a terrible 
and undeserved death. We will remind one another of the 
awesome truths we hold to as Christians: that the death of 
Jesus on the cross was for our sake; that death could not 
bind or hold the beautiful life of the Son of God; that on 
the third day Jesus rose again; that through Jesus Christ 
the offer of eternal life is open to all. 

“...death could not bind or hold the 
beautiful life of the Son of God...” 

In this season of the year we all need to dwell in this 
story so that the story comes to live in us more fully. We 
contemplate the mystery of God’s love in Christ so that 
we can live our own lives well, with compassion and with 
courage even in the face of death and bereavement. We 
have a calling in a world which cannot speak of death to 
give a tender witness to this powerful message of life and 
hope. 

That story and that hope lives still in our wider culture, 
sometimes just below the surface. In the words of Ed 
Sheeran’s song: 

“Hallelujah.... Spread your wings and I know 
That when God took you back, he said, 

Hallelujah you’re home”. 



Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door ; Church House Oxford ' Langford Locks , Kidlington, 0X5 1 GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 


Revd Kate serves up pints at the Queen Charlotte 


A CURATE from Windsor is serving people who might 
never set foot in church by pulling pints at one of her 
local pubs. 

The Revd Kate Harrison, a Curate in Windsor, will be 
working a shift at the Queen Charlotte, which is opposite 
Windsor Castle, every month. After her first shift she 
said: “Lots of people were surprised to see me there, 
but everyone, without exception, was hugely positive. 

One regular said it was lovely to see the Church ‘being 
normal’.” 

“Jesus, I’m sure, would have been in the pub, meeting 
people in their everyday lives and talking about the things 
that mattered to the individual. I know from my pub work 
when I was a student that being behind a bar puts you in 
a privileged position in sharing lives. People are open and 
trusting. They will share joy as much as pain, and all of 
that is precious. This is what we do in pastoral encounters 
as a priest anyway, of course, but there are so many 
people we can’t reach if we place ourselves too far away 
from them.” Kate is also running a Lent course in this pub 
and will be giving a blessing at the opening of their gin 
festival later in the year. 



In 2015 Kate and her incumbent, the Revd Ainsley 
Swift, were involved in providing a Beer and Hymns style 
event at Windsor Rugby Club. 


Launching a prayer calendar with a difference 

THIS month the Diocese of Oxford launches a prayer calendar with a difference. (See The Doorway). Entitled 
Whatever You Do, the calendar will feature stories of ordinary Christians and how their faith is lived out in their 
daily lives. 

This month we feature the stories of ballet teacher Annik Coatalen and Licensed Lay Minister and senior manager 
in local government, Derek Lancaster. The aim is part of a wider initiative by the Department of Mission, to help 
empower people to know that they can be used as part of God's mission, in the places they spend most of their 
time. 

Andrew Anderson-Gear, Director of Mission, points to the recent Archbishops' Council's report Setting God's People 
Free. "This report highlights the urgent need there is for the life and worship of our churches to rediscover their call 
to empower Christians to live out their faith in their daily lives," said Andrew. The report states: 

• 59 percent of those of working age said that the most challenging context to be a disciple of Christ was in the 
workplace 

• 62 percent of those in full-time paid employment experienced little, not much or no help/preparation from the 
life and ministries of the church to deal with the issues they faced at work 

• 47 per cent said they did not have a story to tell about how God has worked in their lives. (Note that 82 per cent 
had been Christians for over 1 0 years.) 

• 59 per cent of Anglicans surveyed said that their church does not equip people well for life in today's world. 
Andrew added: "We are hoping to help empower the people of God, at all stages of their life and Christian faith, 

to engage with whole-life discipleship. We hope the stories in the Whatever You Do prayer calendar will inspire us 
all in our own everyday life and work. My hope is that people will want to participate through the Twitter feed and 
Facebook page. As we grow in confidence that God is present, active and working for good in every area of our life, 
we might grow something beyond a simple prayer calendar." 

If you would like to share how God is at work in your day-to-day life, email sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org . 


God in the Life of... 

...continued from page 16 

“I submitted the book two weeks before Christmas, and 
then the job advert appeared. It was one of those weird 
things: I said to my husband out of the blue ‘I’m going 
to apply for that.’” By the time she returned to work in 
January, she was in a position to hand in her notice. 

The move out of prison ministry has been a surprise. 
“But it felt completely right. As I’ve said to people here, 
once or twice I’ve found myself thinking ‘What have I 
done?’ The last time I was in parish ministry was 12 or 13 
years ago, so things have changed and I need to polish up 
my skills. I put my heart and soul into prison. I’ve had to 
rebuild my identity.” 


world is robust. It’s task-orientated, and also hierarchical. 
It’s straight talking. There’s not a lot of time and not lots 
of committees. You have to make quick decisions and act 
upon them in a short space of time. That’s not necessarily 
the culture within the Church.” 

Meanwhile, she hopes her book has helped raise aware- 
ness of the reality of prison life. “I wanted to show the 
secular world that the Church can talk about difficult 
things. We’re not all goody-goodies with perfect lives.” 
Sharon is the Lead Minister at St Mary f s Church, in 
the Watling Valley Partnership. She lives in Cranfield 
with her husband Richard and children Leo and Mad- 
die. Her hook Jail Bird (£9. 99) is published hy Lion 
Hudson. 


The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft is the Bishop of Oxford. 


There are obvious differences in parish life. “The prison 


Editor: Jo Duckies Tel: 01 865 208227 
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org 

Distribution Manager: Ruth Hamilton-Jones Tel: 01 865 208225 
Email: ruth.hamilton-jones@oxford.anglican.org 
Advertising: Glenda Charitos Tel: 01 752 225623 
Email: glenda@cornerstonevision.com 

Editorial Support Group Chair: The Revd Graham Sykes 
Email: graham@thesykes.plus.com 


Deadline for May 2017 issue: Friday 31 March 201 7. 
Published: Monday 24 April 201 7. 

The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
(Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The registered office is 
Church Flouse Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, 0X5 IGF. 

Tel: 01865 208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability 
of our advertisements, their inclusion in The Door does not guarantee 
it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 



Audio version 

Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
version of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227. 






God 



The Revd Sharon Grenham- 
Thompson talks to Sarah 
Meyrick about her journey to 
prison chaplaincy and on to 
parish ministry. 

T he day we meet Storm Doris is 
raging, and a cup of coffee with 
the Revd Sharon Grenham- 
Thompson provides a welcome 
oasis of calm as the wind howls. Sharon 
has been in post as Team Vicar of the 
Watling Valley since March last year, but 
before that she was a prison chaplain for 
almost 12 years. Towards the end of her 
time in office at HMP Bedford, she took 
three months’ unpaid leave in order to 
write her book, Jail Bird: The Inside Story of 
the Glam Vicar. 

Tve always loved writing,” she says. 
“Through my involvement in prison 
work I’d become passionate about the 
difficulties prisoners and ex-prisoners face. 
Three years ago, a book was sent for review 
to prison chaplains and I thought ‘I could 
write that...’ Sol rang up the publisher 
and said ‘Would you be interested in my 
story?”’ 

“I do have my 
reflections , pieced 
together from my own 
long and winding road.” 

Not only has Sharon survived the 
distinctly unglamorous world of prison, 
but she has fought more personal battles 
than many. Her upbringing was abusive, 
and behind her ordered life today lie two 
failed marriages, a battle with depression 
and a suicide attempt. In the book she 
writes frankly about her own experiences, 
and shows how she takes this into her 
ministry. 

“I’m not learned, and I don’t have the 
answers, but I do have my reflections, 
pieced together from my own long and 
winding road,” she writes. “I’ve always 
been someone who didn’t quite fit, and in 


jail, ironically, I seem finally to have found 
where I belong.” 

Sharon’s parents split up when she was 
nine, and her mother remarried, not 
happily. Aged 14, she discovered that the 
man she had always called “Dad” was not 
her father. She went to university to study 
law, but describes her behaviour there as 
“ill advised”. 

“I lived the whole adolescent rebellion 
thing in the space of three years,” she 
writes. Nonetheless, it was while at 
university that she found faith. She 
describes attending a healing service, 
and feeling an invisible hand pushing her 
forwards onto her knees. “I was aware of 
a rushing in of warmth and light and at 
some deep level I knew ... it was a spiritual 
experience,” she says. 


The healing service was the start of a 
new chapter. Sharon and her boyfriend 
were very involved in their church. They 
got married, and had two children. 
Sharon’s husband started to train for 
ordination, and she too went forward for 
selection. However, by the time she was 
accepted for training, her marriage was in 
difficulties. Just before she was ordained, 
they split up. Sharon had a breakdown, 
and was very ill for a year and a half. She 
spent several months in a psychiatric 
hospital and was even sectioned for her 
own protection. The jolt out of the mire 
came when her ex-husband filed for 
custody. It was enough to propel Sharon 
towards recovery. 

She’s been open about her depression, 
and in 2010 made a programme for Radio 


A . B . 



THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 

TRADITION IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT 


LATER LIFE PLANNING, TRADITIONAL 
AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS & 
MEMORIALS, BEREAVEMENT CARE 

FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS 
HEAD OFFICE READING 0118 957 3660 
WWW.ABWAt.KER.CO.LjK 




There is none like you, 0 Lord, 
and there is no Cod besides yoii> 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

ICh 17:20 (ESV) 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0417 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 

TEL (01993) 886802 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


"The Prayer 
Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 

Rowan Williams 



0118 984 2582 
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1099295 


Join us. pbs.org.uk 






4 for World Mental Health Day. 

“We had such a positive response. It was 
just at the point that public figures were 
beginning to come out about depression. 
There are so many people with depression 
in prison, all struggling with a sense of 
shame. That seems so wrong. In fact, the 
sense of being broken and despairing and 
coming out of that difficulty a quieter 
but a stronger person is a wonderful 
experience of resurrection. I can’t help but 
see God woven through that.” 


“ I was aware of a 
rushing in of warmth 
and light...” 

Recovery led to a job in a new church, 
and an accidental break into voice-over 
work and broadcasting. Sharon became 
a regular contributor to BBC Radio 2’s 
Pause for Thought. (Chris Evans, Radio 
2’s Breakfast Show host, wrote a glowing 
foreword to her book.) She has also led 
Sunday Worship and the Daily Service on 
BBC Radio 4. 

“I adore radio broadcasting. It’s one of 
these things I believe I was made for,” she 
says. “To be able to use the medium of 
radio to communicate my faith in a way 
that is relevant is a huge privilege.” 

Sharon soon remarried. Her new 
husband was also a vicar, recently 
divorced, and the relationship was “a 
colossal mistake”. When they moved 
so that he could take up a new job, she 
assumed she would be able to find a parish 
nearby. This proved impossible, to her 
frustration. Hence her move into prison 
ministry. “I applied for a prison job almost 
as an afterthought,” she says. “It proved to 
be the best thing I could have done.” 

Sadly, Sharon’s second marriage also 
foundered. She finally faced the demons 
that had followed her all her life. She has 
found happiness with Richard, a fellow 
prison chaplain and long-standing friend 
and colleague. And she has left her prison 
ministry for a parish appointment. 

Continued on page 15... 
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and Installation of all 
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Pull this section out. Keep it handy for your own 
prayers and involvement in the Diocese. 
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® DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 


'Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God' 

Church on Sunday can feel worlds away from our day-to-day lives. We asked Christians to tell us how 
their lives connect with their faith for our new Whatever You Do prayer calendar. 


AnnikCoatalen 
is a ballet 
teacher. 

I teach ballet to 
all ages, but 
particularly 
children aged 
between seven 
and 17. 1 have 
been doing this for 
more than 40 years, having danced all of 
my life. I was brought up in France, with 
British parents speaking English, and just 
a French paternal grandfather. Dancing 
and my Church of England upbringing 
(my maternal grandfather was a parson in 
Somerset) were all intertwined, as they are 
both a way of life that require dedication. 

Aged 12 I was sent to Elmhurst Ballet 
school in Camberley - a boarding school 
with strong Christian values. Father John 
who was married to the headmistress, Mrs 
Mortimer, was head of the Actors’ Church 
Union. There were daily services, and two 
on Sunday. We wore our ballet shoes and 
pointed our feet as we walked up the aisle 
in our small chapel if we were in the choir. 

Derek Lancaster 
is a Licensed 
Lay Minister at 
All Saints, High 
Wycombe and a 
Senior Manager 
in Procurement 
for multiple 
local authorities. 

W orking in the ever 

evolving world of modern 
management as well as 
serving as an LLM means I 
have to juggle my roles carefully. 

As well as 400 miles commuting 
each week and a busy job, I serve at 
All Saints, looking after worship, with 
the music director. I look after church 


I completed the three-year teaching 
diploma at the Royal Ballet School and 
became a professional ballerina dancing 
for various companies in Europe. I had to 
give up following extreme pain in my toe 
joint. Marrying a Frenchman, and falling 
on hard times were the making of me. I 
had to start teaching. I had always been 
terrified of that prospect as I was too shy 
but I found it so much more enjoyable 
than focusing solely on myself. 


communications, maintaining the 
Facebook page and producing displays. It 
doesn’t leave much time for my wife, Jan, 
and so we guard the time we have together 
as a family. Our children are grown up but 
we look after our grandchildren regularly. 

I have been working in management for 
20 years. Alongside the routine business, 

I have a lot of interaction with colleagues, 
doing coaching and helping them develop. 

I can’t directly evangelise but that doesn’t 
stop me speaking of the things of God. I 
believe that God is love and that ‘those 
that live in God live in love’ and therefore 
sharing that with others at work is 
important. Some people have never felt 
very loved and it is about affirming them 
as people. 

I see God at work when I’m coaching 
someone and they have one of those 
lightbulb moments that moves them on. 


I love to move, and I love music and art. 

I also love children, and I am so lucky to 
follow them for many years, even after 
they leave me. They know I am a Christian 
as I always wear a crucifix. I love one which 
my mother often wore, that was given to 
my grandfather on his confirmation in 
1892, when he was 12. 

I hope that my way of being sets an 
example. I certainly see how caring the 
parents are for each other in times of 


It’s just a joy to be able to give thanks 
for that. I see that God is at work in 
the hard times people go through. I am 
aiming to reflect God in a small way. 

It’s a tremendous privilege to be able to 
help people. Normally I tell people I’m a 
lay minister early on. If people want to 
know about my faith they ask questions. 
Occasionally people have asked me to 
pray with them, but that is absolutely by 
invitation rather than prompting. I usually 
pray for a person I’m coaching before 
we meet, and depending on how it goes, 
afterwards. I’ll also try and pray before key 
meetings. 

I offer pastoral support at work. 

Someone was going to a funeral and I 
simply said to them: “I hope it goes well, 

I’ll be thinking of you.” You never know 
what seed might be sown. On one occasion 
I arranged a quiet hour and said everyone 
was welcome to come and practise 
mindfulness, or pray or simply take time 
out. A handful of people came and that was 
quite good but one or two eyebrows were 
raised and I haven’t repeated it. 

When things are going badly or I get 
something wrong my faith draws me to 
be more open and to seek forgiveness. I 
apologise and am honest about it. Without 
faith it would be easy to be from the 
“never apologise or explain” school of 
management. I do encounter that from 
time to time. 


need. People often say that my school is 
like an extended family. 

Although the children that I teach here 
have every material gift, they suffer more 
with stress and the pressure of wanting to 
obtain Distinctions in exams, and often 
have three activities after school. The 
challenges are the admin which keeps 
changing, and old age creeping up and 
making it harder to demonstrate fully. 


Prayer points: 

• For all mental illnesses, be it 
anorexia, depression, stress. 

• That children be protected in every 
way, and be encouraged to do 
their best. 

• That everyone, including myself, 
gets their priorities right. God is 
King. Jesus is Lord. 

• That Christianity can boldly 
reassert itself all over the world. 


One of my biggest challenges is juggling 
lots of things and a busy diary. I’m leading 
a big project and there are always people 
wanting things. When you are busy, it is a 
challenge to try and make time for those 
who need it. Working on projects involving 
change leads me into difficult decisions, 
for example around people who may not 
be performing well, and of course, dealing 
with redundancies. 

My secular work helps my work in 
church. Those in full-time ministry can 
forget what full-time work is like and 
it is helpful to remind them. It brings 
a different angle to my preaching, with 
illustrations from the world of work that 
are more recognisable for people with jobs. 
I have a very ordinary, office based job. 

It isn’t the sort of role, such as nursing 
or teaching, that you might traditionally 
expect someone involved in ministry to 
have. 

I have got a really great boss who is very 
open and encourages my coaching and 
pastoral work with people, so I’m grateful 
for the opportunity to flourish at work. 


See Twitter for more: 

Daily prayer points from a range of 
people will be tweeted from 1 April. 
See @OxfordDiocese #Whateveryoudo 


Prayer points: 

• Praying that people who are having a hard time at work might be affirmed in 
their work and realise God’s calling on their lives 

• For leaders who have to make difficult decisions in times of austerity 

• For the elected council members who run the local authorities and have to make 
tough decisions. 

• For those who deliver front-line services for local authorities, both staff and 
contractors, especially for schools and for social care teams 

• For Christians who are not able to share their faith at work 

• For my parish of All Saints, High Wycombe, for our ministry team, and for all who 
come to worship or to visit. 
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your business or event a great 
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April prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local condit 



Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

' Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be 
joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. Share with the 
Lord’s people who are in need. Practise 
hospitality 

Romans 12: 11-13 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

SATURDAY 1 St John the Baptist, 
Manor Park and St Michael, Whitby 
Road, Slough: George Howard. For 
power to discern what God is calling 
our parish to do in the community 
of Manor Park. For the homeless in 
our community and that the work we 
do with them, alongside others, will 
continue. 

MONDAY 3 St Paul, Slough: Mike 
Cotterell, Kat Aboud, Nadeem Azam, 
Gilbert David, Uzma David and 
Heather Broadbent. For the church 
building project, that it can start in 
September this year. For the various 
permissions required and the gap in 
funding. 

TUESDAY 4 Stoke Poges: Harry 
Latham. For all those guests who came 
to our March 12-19 Invitation Week, 
that their ongoing experience would 
be of seeking and finding the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and that they would be added to the 
Church. For all the regular members 
of the different congregations and 
midweek groups that they would 
continue to be ‘Outward Bound: 
Looking Out, Moving Out and 
Speaking Out’ so that others may hear 
the Good News of Jesus and experience 
his love for them. 

WEDNESDAY 5 Iver: Robert Gooding, 
Jim Dashper and John Collins. For 


two new Churchwardens to be elected 
at our APCM on 30 April. For our 
outreach to young adults and families. 

THURSDAY 6 Iver Heath: Andrew 
Montgomerie and John Mitchell. For 
volunteers needed to join the team 
running our Friday evening childrens 
clubs. For new Churchwardens and 
PCC members for the coming year. 

FRIDAY 7 Wexham: Mary Kent 
and Edward Kent. Pray for us as 
we consider the future and seek to 
take forward our Mission Action 
Plan during the next months. Pray 
for us following a time of many 
bereavements, illnesses and tiredness 
in the parish. 

SATURDAY 8 Cowley Deanery: Tim 

Stead, Tony Phelan, Trevor Jones, 
Roger Gurne, Ross Martin, Guy 
Harrison, Tessa Kuin, Robin Ward and 
Margaret Whipp. For both theological 
awareness and financial astuteness as 
we review our parish share scheme. For 
a spirit of compassion and adventure 
as our deanery strategy group 
considers new ways of resourcing 
ministry in the deanery. 

MONDAY 10 Blackbird Leys: Heather 


Carter and Adam Stevenson. For 
Santiago, recently appointed as 
Community Musician, to inspire and 
direct us. For all who are involved 
in the proposed regeneration of the 
central area of Blackbird Leys. For 
wisdom and grace, for the needs of 
the community to be higher than the 
political agenda! 

TUESDAY 11 Cowley: Geoff Bayliss 
and Skye Denno. For Gods guidance 
as we review the resources that will 
best build the Kingdom of God in this 
area. For a vision that takes us beyond 
traditional models of church and looks 
to fulfil that call of Jesus to bring life 
in all its fullness. For the Anglican 
Asian Living Church who worship with 
us on Sunday afternoons. St Francis 
Primary School, St Christophers 
Primary School and Church Cowley St 
James Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 12 St John, Cowley: 

Philip Ritchie and Janet Proudman. 

For the sale of the Irving Building 
(which comes off the market in April) 
to be something that honours both 
the school and the local community. 
We are setting up some housegroups; 
pray that these will grow our sense 


Holy Week at Christ Church Cathedral 

Maundy Thursday - 13 April 

11am Chrism Eucharist and Blessing of Oils 

7.30pm Sung Eucharist with Footwashing marking Jesus’ Last Supper 

Good Friday - 14 April 

10am Good Friday Liturgy 

12 noon Journey to the Cross - an interactive service for all the family 

Easter Eve - 15 April 

8pm Easter Vigil (led by Bishop of Oxford) 

Easter Day - 16 April 

9.45am Sung Matins (Preacher: Bishop of Oxford) 

11am Sung Eucharist (Preacher: The Dean) 

6pm Choral Evensong 

For a full list of services go to: www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral. 
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ions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 


Coming and Goings 


The Revd Katherine Price will take 
up post as Chaplain of Queens College, 
Oxford ; The Revd Jennifer Locke will 
retire from the post of Team Vicar of 
Risborough in May; The Revd Duncan 
Fraser will take up post as the Vicar of 
Eynsham and Cassington; The Revd 
Alec Gill has taken up post as Associate 
Minister in the Vale Benefice; The Revd 
Ursula Simpson is to take up post as 
Associate Minister in Chipping Norton; 
The Revd Graham Sykes has taken up 
post as Team Chaplain at Sobell House; 


The Revd Hazel Scarr is to take up post 
as Chaplain at Green Pastures Nursing 
Home in Banbury; The Revd David 
Rice will take up post as Area Dean of 
Wallingford in addition to his post as Team 
Rector. 

The following have been given Permission 
to Officiate: The Revd Dr Andrew 
Coleby; The Revd Dr Alison Price; The 
Revd Anthony Price; The Revd Richard 
Armitage; The Revd Andrew Wingfield 
Digby. 


of togetherness in both churches. St 
Mary and St John Primary School. 

THURSDAY 13 Highfield: James 
Cocke, James Larminie and Eve Vause. 
For our three hour service on Good 
Friday and the Easter Carol Service on 
Easter Sunday. 

FRIDAY 14 St Andrew, Headington: 

Darren McFarland. For preparations 
for a stipendiary curate. For the ‘Little 
Fishes' weekly pre-school group. St 
Andrews Primary School. 

SATURDAY 15 St Mary, Headington: 

Eric Bossward and Bernic Adepegba. 

St Marys is in the early stages of 
deciding how to redevelop our church 
building. The Vision Planning group 
and PCC are very excited about it. 

Pray for wisdom, money and clarity in 
listening to God, the church family and 
the community. Our new church strap 
line is ‘Growing with God. Going with 
God'. Pray that we will understand 
practically how that works out in our 
discipleship as individuals and as a 
church. Pray for our links with the new 
Barton Park development. The first 
homes will appear in September 2017. 

Bishop Alan confirming at Aylesbury 
Deanery; Bishop Andrew confirming at 
Reading Minster. 

MONDAY 17 Headington Quarry: Tim 

Stead, Joan Walding, Peter Boulton- 
Lea and Dierdre Twycross. For 
wisdom and sensitivity as we finalise 
plans for our building extension. For 
discernment as we seek to employ a 
part time Childrens Worker. 

TUESDAY 18 Iffley: Andrew 
McKearney, Bill Beaver, Sarah 
McKearney and Amanda Watts. For 
the ministry of Community Cupboard, 
an ecumenical project run together 
with the Methodist Church to get 
alongside people who suffer from food 
shortage. For the Living Stones all-age 
educational project, which seeks to 
welcome everyone who is interested in 
Iffley Church building and who wishes 
to understand its purpose. 

WEDNESDAY 19 Littlemore: 

Margreet Armitstead. For the 
vision for our church to ‘catch fire' 
in our congregation and the wider 
community. For releasing of funds for 
our building project so that this vision 
can become a reality. John Henry 
Newman Academy and The Oxford 
Academy. 

THURSDAY 20 Marston and Elsfield: 


Robert Glenny, Ben Knighton, David 
Cranston and David Blair. For the 
benefice as we prepare to welcome our 
new vicar, Revd Skye Denno, in May. For 
Skye and her family as they get ready 
to move house and begin life with us. 

For encouragement and enthusiasm for 
those continuing to lead the parishes 
during the vacancy, especially for Geoff 
Hale, James Lawrie, Carolyn Brown, 
James Plunket, and Revd Rob Glenny. 

FRIDAY 21 New Marston: Elaine Bardwell 
and Alison Salves en. St Michaels 
Primary School. 

Bishop David Jennings confirming at 
Magdalen College School, Oxford. 

SATURDAY 22 St Clement, Oxford: 

Rachel Gibson, Theresa Gray and Ken 
Howson. For deepening connections 
with our local community - including 
through our Cafe Church; Toddler Group; 
Pre-School; daytime Cafe Club; and with 
Oxford Churches Debt Centre. For a 
deepening connection with God - in our 
worship together at St Clements as well 
as in our daily lives. 

MONDAY 24 Sandford on Thames: 

Robert Morgan. For our ministry at 
Vale House Alzheimer's home. For our 
experimental monthly communion 
service. 

TUESDAY 25 Newbury Deanery: Mark 
Bennet, John Hughesdon, Philip Read, 
Simon Thorn and Roger Williams. For 
the benefices in vacancy and those about 
to enter vacancies; for those who have 
extra responsibilities at this time, for 
wise discernment of the way forward in 
each benefice and for the recruitment 
of new parish priests. Especially for 
Walbury Beacon, Newbury St George 
and St John, Hermitage, and West 
Downland. For the development of 
our revised deanery plan, including 


sustainable patterns of ministry and 
mission in the rural benefices, the 
growth of lay leadership in all its forms 
and our work with secondary schools. 

For the work being done by ODST and 
others to seek a sustainable future for 
our many small village schools. 

WEDNESDAY 26 East Downland: John 
Toogood, Douglas Dales and William 
McDowell. Beedon Primary School and 
Stockcross Primary School. 

THURSDAY 27 West Downland: John 
Townend, Mary Harwood and John 
Avery. For God's blessing for those 
maintaining services during the 
forthcoming interregnum. For those 
involved in running the new ‘Together 
at Ten' service in Great Shefford for 
enquiring parishioners. Brightwalton 
Primary School, Chaddleworth St 
Andrew's and Shefford Primary Schools 
and Welford and Wickham Primary 
School. 

FRIDAY 28 Greenham: David McLeod. 

For our new initiative, ‘SHINE', where we 
aim to bless our local community with 
acts of kindness and service. For families 
in Greenham as we start a support and 
social group for parents. 

SATURDAY 29 Hermitage: Rita Ball, 

Luci Morriss, Meg Kirby, Wendy 
Willoughby-Paul, Cathy Hawkins and 
Margaret Fisher. For the Ministry Team 
as they prepare for the interregnum; 
for newly elected churchwardens and 
Deanery Synod representatives. Cold 
Ash St Mark’s Primary School, Compton 
Primary School, Hampstead Norreys 
Primary School and Yattendon Primary 
School. 

/ 
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Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 2 Bishop Steven confirming at All Saints, High- 
field. Bishop Alan confirming in Buckingham Deanery. 

SUNDAY 9 Bishop Steven confirming at St Ebbe’s, Oxford. 

SUNDAY 16 Pray for those who work in the Bishops’ 
offices of the diocese. 

SUNDAY 23 Bishop Colin confirming at Goring with 


Streatley and South Stoke. Bishop Andrew confirming at 
Holy Trinity, Bracknell and at Finchampstead. 

SUNDAY 30 Bishop Colin confirming at Hanborough and 
Freeland and in the Ray Valley; Bishop Alan confirming 
at Stowe School. Bishop Andrew confirming in Bradfield 
Deanery. 

A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2017 is available at 
www. cco w. org.uk. 


COMMUNION LINEN 


The finest purificators, palls, lavabo 
towels, corporals - at affordable prices 

Made by Zimbabwe Mothers’ Union 
In support of its outreach work in 
the Anglican church there. 

MATABELELAND CHURCH LINENS 
11 Margetts Close, Kenilworth, CV8 1EN 
Email: matabelelinens@gmail.com 


CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES WORKER IN 
CHALFONT ST. GILES, 'JJJ 
IS THIS YOU? fmut 

Would you love to be part of a mission to 
help grow a Church set in a beautiful village 
in Buckinghamshire with a good number of 
young families? Could you work with a team 
of volunteers and staff to help move a Church 
forwards for future generations? Do you have good 
people skills? Have you the ideas, flexibility and 
tenacity to ensure our children receive the best 
grounding in the Christian faith? Would you thrive 
on building relationships with our families and the 
local school? ... .If so, we would love to hear from 
you. 

We are seeking to fill this role half time up to 
full time, ideally with someone who already has 
experience of children's work. Salary circa £19,500 
pa, for a 37.5 hour week: pro-rata for part time. 

Accommodation needs can be discussed. 

For a full job specification, application form, or 
more information contact The Rector, Ian Brown, 
by email rectorcsg@stgileschurch2.plus.com by 
30th April 2017. 
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SERVE 

NAZARETH 

A PROJECT OWNED BY THE NAZARETH TRUST 


HOLY LAND CHRISTIAN 
ENCOUNTER 

Visit Biblical sites and meet local Arab 
Christians and Messianic believers. 

Learn about their Faith during an 11 
day adventure you will never Forget. 


SERVE AND SEE 

Work alongside local Christians 
and SERVE the people of Nazareth. 
SEE Jerusalem, the Sea of Galilee 
and more. 


fijkflHBi 


Visit our website SERVE Nazareth 

www.nazarethtrust.org/SERVE • 
serve@nazarethtrust.org 



thedoorpost 

Events, conferences and workshops in April 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the May issue is Friday 31 March. 



SATURDAY 1 APRIL 

Aldworth: Faure Requiem with 
readings commemorating the two 
World Wars. Thames Vale Singers 
with Thorngrove School Senior 
Choir conducted by Max Fane. 

St Marys, 7pm, £15. Email for 
tickets: tickets@thamesvalesingers. 
org.uk or ring Lily on 01635 
578936. 

SUNDAY 2 APRIL 

Buckland: Mozart Requiem, Motets 
by Bruckner and Lotti. Conductor 
Terence Carter, Organist Roy 
Woodhams. St Mary the Virgin, 

7pm. Tickets £10 (including a glass 
of wine and light refreshments) 
available from: Janet Sheil (01367 
870276) or Carol Griffin (01367 
718090. 

TUESDAY 4 APRIL 

Oxford: Oxford Lent Concerts, The 
Queen’s College Chapel (entrance 
off High Street). Entry 6pm for 
6:15pm start; the concert ends at 
7pm. Baroque Music by Vivaldi, 
Cardoso and John Taverner with 
Modern Icons by Alison Berrett and 
Tim Steward. The concerts are free; 
retiring collection for Christian Aid, 
Medecins Sans Frontieres and The 
Gatehouse, Oxford. Full programme 
details on www.op59.net/lent.html. 
For information on disabled access 
ring the Porters’ Lodge on 01865- 
279120. 

WEDNESDAY 5 APRIL 

Cassington: Rural Oxfordshire 
Network, 9.45am - 12.30pm, Village 
Hall. A networking event organised 
by Oxfordshire Community and 
Voluntary Action (OCVA) and 
partners for those living and 
working in rural Oxfordshire. 

Topic: Rural Crime and Community 
Resilience. Cost £5 to cover 
expenses. Email Gillian.warson@ 
ocva.org.uk to register. 

SATURDAY 8 APRIL 

Newbury: Spiritual Sounds, St 
John’s Church, 7.30pm. Newbury 
Chamber Choir featuring Jacob 
Obrecht’s St Matthew Passion, Arvo 
Part’s Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, 
the Visit to the Sepulchre (twelfth 
Century musical drama, arranged. 
Lambert). Tickets: pay what you like 
(cash on the door). 

TUESDAY 11 APRIL 

Oxford: Oxford Lent Concerts, The 
Queen’s College Chapel (entrance off 
High Street). Entry 6pm for 6:15pm 


start; the concert ends at 7pm. 
Baroque Music by Steffani, Vivaldi, 
Leitao de Aviles and Christopher 
Tye with Modern Icons by Nicholas 
Mynheer and Roger Wagner. The 
concerts are free; retiring collection 
for Christian Aid, Medecins Sans 
Frontieres and The Gatehouse, 
Oxford. Full programme details 
on www.op59.net/lent.html. For 
information on disabled access 
ring the Porters’ Lodge on 01865- 
279120. 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 12 

Oxford: Oxford Baroque and Christ 
Church Cathedral Choir perform 
Bach’s St John Passion as part 
of the devotions for Holy Week 
at the Cathedral. The Cathedral 
Choir and Oxford Baroque will 
be joined by soloists Benjamin 
Durrant (Evangelist), William 
Gaunt (Christus) and William Pate 
(Pilate). The conductor is Stephen 
Darlington. 7.30pm Free entry. 

SUNDAY 16 APRIL 

Cookham: Easter Carol Service, 

Holy Trinity Church, 6.30pm. 

FRIDAY 21- SUNDAY 23 APRIL 

Clanfield: Adventure ‘With Dads 
Weekend’. A chance for dads (and 
father figures) and sons/daughters 
aged 8-17 to spend quality time 
with each other doing a range of fun 
activities and learning new skills, all 
in a positive Christian environment. 
Activities may include team building, 


bushcraft, archery, climbing, tricky 
trail biking and a campfire. Based at 
Windmill Farm Conference Centre, 
Clanfield, Witney, 0X18 2SN. To 
find out more, go to: http://www. 
adventureplus.org.uk/node/477 

28 APRIL -7 MAY 

Dorchester: 55 events over ten days 
based around Dorchester Abbey, 
raising money for the Abbey and 
the work of Sue Ryder, Nettlebed 
Hospice. Everything from The 
Tallis Scholars and Showstopper! The 
Improvised Musical to a Food and Gift 
Fair, Messy Church Science and a 
Duck Race. More details and tickets 
at www.dorchesterfestival.com 

SATURDAY 29 APRIL 

Oxford: Christian Perspectives on 
Death and Dying An ecumenical 
day of conversation, reflection 
and debate addressing: Advance 
decisions (‘Living Wills’); Providing/ 
withdrawing medical treatment; 
Assisted dying - legal, social and 
theological perspectives. 10am - 
5pm, Quaker Meeting House. See 
webpage http://bit.ly/2kTHU27 for 
details. 

SUNDAY 30 APRIL 

Sutton Courtenay: Concert by Lyra 
Ensemble from St Petersburg, 7 for 
7.30pm in All Saints’ Church, Sutton 
Courtenay, 0X14 4AE. Tickets £15 
including refreshments from Ian 
Miles: ianmiles@btinternet.com; tel 
01235 535030. 


Courses and training 


Introduction to Pastoral Care: Ten- week course held at 
three venues: Church House, Oxford starting on April 26; 
St John & St Stephen’s Church, Reading starting on April 
27; Holy Trinity Prestwood starting on May 2. 

All Christians care for others, but some develop a 
particular ministry in this area, formal or informal. This 
course will explore practical skills in pastoral care, issues of 
good practice (failures in care are still much in the news) 
and some theological questions of what it might mean to 
care as a Christian. £40; book via the website http://ldm. 
eventbrite.co.uk. 


Old Testament in Context: Ten-week course starting 
on 26 April, St Johns Hall Church, Broadway, Kidlington 
0X5 1EF. This course aims to deepen understanding of 
the Old Testament and how we might best engage with 
it as Christians today. Areas of focus will include Job and 
the Psalms, as well as thinking about how we might study 
the Old Testament and use it in prayer and worship. The 
course is designed for those who have already attended an 
Introduction to the Bible course or similar. £40; Book via 
the website http://ldm.eventbrite.co.uk. 





